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The Rise of Chinese Utopianism during the Transitional
Era, 1895-1925
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This article investigates the rise of Utopianism during the transitional
era (1895-1925). The historical background for this rise is traced in two
contexts: (1) the twin crises constituted by the breakdown of the traditional
political order and the decline of the intellectual and cultural traditions; (2)
the unprecedented, massive influx of western thought and its interaction
with traditional thought. The Utopian thought of this period develops into
two types: the soft and the hard. The soft type is represented by Kang
Yu-wei and Hu Shih; the hard represented by Tan Ssu-t’ung, Liu Shih-p’ei,
and Li Ta-chao. This article centers on the examination of these two types
of the Utopian thought, hoping to pave the way for the study of Chinese
Utopian thought in the modern era.
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